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CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. J¥aSHINGTON  11-JR
BB56/416-3( 0155)

¢/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California. 3 Y40
November 27, 1942.

From: The Commanding Officer.
To The Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet.
Via The Commander Task Force 64 (ComBatDiv 8).
Subject: Action Report, Night of November 14-15, 1949.
Reference: (a) U.S.N.R., 1920 Articles 712 and 874(3).
(b) Pacflt conf. 1tr. 24 CL-42.
Enclosure: (A) Track Chart.
(B) Report of Exxcutive Officer.
1. Summary of outstanding events and gensiral comment.

(a) On the night of November 14-15 WASHINGTON was
flazship of Commander Task Force 64 (Combatdiv 8). In column,
with 4 DDs ahead and SOUTH DsKOT4 astern, she stood north be-
tween Russell and Guadalcanal, then eas: and southeast na g8
inaz north of Savo, to a point 13.5 miles 116°%t. from the south
point of Savo. Standing west from this point, first radar
contact was made at 0001 with enemy shlns ga gt of Savo From
0016 to 0019 fired 42 rounds 16", opening at 18,500 vards, at
large cruiser or BB which it is belieVed was sunk brom 0018
to 0017 fired 100 rounds 5" at ranges 12 to 13,000 vards at
enemy crulser or large DD which was also engaoed by SOUTH

<KOTA and was left burning. Stending on northwesterly courses
fired 133 rounds 5" from 0025 to 0034 at ranges avsout 10,000
yarcds at ligcht craft close to southeast shore of Savo w“lch

’ were ennaglng our DDs; all were silenced and one wag left burn-

inz. From 0100 to 0107 fired 75 rounds 1”" an? 107 rounds
5" at renges from 8,400 to 12,850 yards, at B3 northwest of
Savo whlch was Iiring at SOUTH DaKOTa. This 3B wesg silenced
an’ was subsequently tracked by radar through a 500° turn.

'ro 0LOO %to 0107 fired 120 rounds 5", at ranges from 7,400
co $,500 yardg, in succescion at 3 enemy cruisers illuminating
and engaglnr SOUTH DAKOTA and also under her fire; they were

,SWIencec Slzhted several torpedo wakes, presumabtly from
MTBs, while retirlng on southerly courses neaf east enc of
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Subject: Action Report, Night of November 14-15, 1942,
‘ (p) By the time our 5" firé on light craft close to.
. southeast shore of Ssvo had cessed, 1 of our DDs was sunk,

1 was hopelessly afire (she exploded and sank a few minutes’
later), and the other 2 weré put out of action (they retired
to southward). Subsequently, and before we opened fire on
ships northwest of Savo, the SOUTH DARKOTA was seen to the
eastward between this ship and Savo on a course to northward
of WASHINGION course. What appeared to be the SOUTH DAKOTA
was seen at about Ol21 at a considerable distance to the
southeastward between this ship and Guadalcanal on a souther.-
1y course,

(c) ‘From radar tracking and visual observation of
enemy ships, there were: :
(l? Fired upon by this ship and apparently sunk:
1 large cruiser or BB (WASH. only).
2 large crulsers (S.D. plus WASH., 5").
1 DD %our DDs plus WASH, 5"),
(2) Fired upon by this ship and apparently damaged:
1 14" BB silenced and out of control (WASEH,
only).
1 DD burning (WASH, 57),
5-9 lighteraft silenced(our DDs plus WASH, 5"
plus S.D. ).

(a) There was no melee.
(e) This ship was undameged.
() Comment. The following comments are submitted:

x(1) Our radar is effective for accurate gun fire at
long ranges at night. Japanese radar aboard ships
present, if any, is not effective for surface targets.
x(2) Japanese are sufficiently familiar with radar and
aware of our use of 1t to make full use of land cover
both between them and ourselves and closely bagking
them up.
(3) Our optical vision 1s superior to Japanese.
(4) Our fire control and the effectiveness of our pro-
~ Jectiles meet or exceed our expectations.
accordingly, (6) We should seek rather than avoid night action,
opening at ranges as great as satisfactory solutions
can be obtained,
(6) Surface craft need an effective means of radar
o identification urgently. radar
~ (7) For full effectiveness in night firing we need /
means of spotting in deflection, =~ - S
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Subject: Action Report, Night of November 14-15, 1942,
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2. Preliminary Operations.

(a) (1) Enemy forces had shelled our positions in Guadalcanal on-
the previous night, The enemy was known to.be making most -
strenuous efforts to reinforce his position in Guadalcenal,

(2) Enemy forces as reported on November l4th:

Tine Position
{7one~=12) Compoglition (Lat,8) (Long, E) qunse~Speed Remarks
0355 Enemy Ships Vicinlty Savo Island ——— -—— Operating
0800 1 BB~ 2CA 150 mi. from Guadal- 120 1b #
4 DD -1 CV canal Brg. 300 ~
0815 2 BB - 1 CL 3007150 mi. from 130 25 ¥
11 DD Guadalcanal .
0830 12 AP 07~55; 157-45 — -
1010 1 CC~-1DD Brg, 080 Marau Sound  ——-~ —— Unidenti-
Gugdalcanal fied
1015(TOR) 4 CA - 3 DD 170 mi, from Guadal- —-—— 16 1 CA
cangl bearing 280 burning
1035 2 CL - 2 DD 08-00; 156-~20 350 25
'1036(TOR) B ships 07-00; 160-20 340 -— 1 ship
demased
1050 2 CV 08-18; 158-43 —— e
1104(TOR) 25 ships in- 08-15; 158-43 130 ——
cluding 2 CV(?)
1105 2 CB - 3 CC 09-00; 157-15 - 310 25
_6 DD
1600 12 AP plus sev- 80 mi, from Guadal- — e
eral small canal- bearing 311.
vegsels, .
1600 1 CA - 1CL 08-40; 159-00 —-—— —= No OV
6 DD —~ 4 AP obgerved
1700 11 AP - geveral 60 mi, NW Savo Milling 6AP geriour
DD Island, ' sround 1y danmaged
1700 4 CA - 1 CL 06-52; 160-00 165 17
. 10 DD, :
1757 ~ Enemy forces 60 mi, NW Savo ———
Island .
1835(TOR) 2 AP purning 70 ml, from Guadal~ 805 —- & of the
5 AP underway canal smoking,
* Reported as posslibly belng same force.,
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Sub ject: Action Report, Night of November 14-15, 1942,
Time Position e
Zone—12) Oomposition (Lat,8)(Long,.E) Cour;.”jﬁﬁgggaﬁgmazés
1836 1BB - 1CC- 09-50; 159-30 wgﬁ 350 10 Probably
4 DD ;“"“f our own
N i force .
1845 9 AP— DDr.CGr 80 mi, Brg. 315 from 2 AP 3 AP dead
1 large unident- Guadaloanal Course N in water;
ifiled, 2 AP 2 AP burn-
__Course NE ing
1848 AP's - CL - DD 08-20; 159-10 —— -
1920 11 veesels in- 08-25; 158-15 ~—- ~— Engaged in
cluding 1 CL surface
, ' battle; 3
) burning,
2000 Position enemy (Refers to 1848 302 ——

AP's unchanged; report)
1 CL, several
DD's same posi-

tion,
2010(TOR) 1 CL - 1 DD Cove in Savo -—— 0
Igland
2110 = unknown 09-10; 158-45 ——~ —- Naval bat-
Lo tle in
. S : progress
0006 3 ships Just rounded north —— -

of Savo headsd west '

(3) From contact reports, radar tracking, and visual observa-
tions of enemny ships there were apparently present:

2 BB, 6 CA or CL, 5 large unidentified, 7-14 DD's and
bo.a.B S.

(b) OQur Operations. (Time Zone-12)

(1) Approached on northerly course about nine (9) miles to
the westward of Guadalcanal,

(2) At 2100 in position Lat. 9-19-50 S, Long, 15926~ 45E, on
course 020°T, at 23 kts,

(3) At 2135 TASK FORCE 64 was disposed in column, as follows:
Fa WALKE, BENHAM, PRESTON, GWIN, WﬁSHIYGTON~JSOﬁTH.D¢Y©TA‘

~

(4) At 2209 this ship changed course to 080, following DDs,
and passed Northernmost point of Savo Island abeam to star~
board at 2245 distant 22,000 yards,
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Sub ject:
(5)
(8)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(e)
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(8)
(8)
V4

November 27, 1942,
At 2249 this ship c¢/c to 150 degrees following DDs.
At 2330 changed formation speed to 17 knots.
At 2352 this ship c/c to 270 degrees following}DDs.

Track during remalnder of approach, and during action
and retirement 1s shown on tracing (Enclosure "A"),

Current: On approach to Guadalcanal in Coral Sea current
of 1 Kt. to the eastward was noted., In passage betwsen

‘Florlda and Savo Islands the current was westerly 1 X%,

P;log;ngﬁ No lighted navigational lsndmarks, No diffi-
culty was experienced during moonlight, After moonset
landmarks were obscure at distances greater than 5 miles.

Weather:
Temperature 83 degrees,
Wind: From 170 (T), 7 kta.

Clouds: Scattered Cirrus Cumulus, 3 tenths, rione over-
head,

Visibility: Prominent landmarks seen at distances as
great as 25 mlles during moonlight. After moonget
prominent landmarks could be seen at 12 miles distance.
Sea! Flat, calm,

Moonset: 0058, 15 November 1942,
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3., ~ CHRONOLQGICAL LOG OF BATTLE,
' QA

2068 Messege from plane to another, intercepted, that 1 cruiser
and 1 destroyer were in a cove at Savo Island,

About Many reports of gunfire over the horizon North and North-

2100 west of Russell Islands, Glows such as of ship afire, glows

to flaring up such as by explosions, A large explosion on the

2318 FPort beam reported during this period, : :

2125 Slowed to 20 knots,

2131 Something burning wag reported as 2 points forward of the
port beam (about 310°T), |

2135 Increased speed to 23 knots,

2145 Unldentified plane bearing 080, range 8,400, flashed sig-
nal appeared to be numeral "9", plane on southerly course,

2150 This force compenced a change of course in succession from
the van to 090°T, :

2202 A glow was reported at 270° relative (290°T).

2209 On course 090°T,

2215 Gunfire was reported at 202° relstive (292°T).

2249 Changed course to 150°T,

2317 Dull light on eastern part of Savo Island about half way
up hill,

2319 A red rocket was reported at 10O relative,

2332 Changed speed to 17 knots,

2352 Chenged course to 270°T,

0000 Light bearing 245 relative (115°T) range 19,600,

0001 Target bearing 340 degrees True, and ran§e 18,000 yards
plicked up simultaneously by Radars 2 (SG) and 4 (FC).

Main Battery Director 2 tracked for 2 minutes and then
lost 1t because of land interference, In this location

£ land slgnals were being received on the fire control and

~ search ?GXAM) radar soreens at almost the same position on
the screen as the target, Some of these echoeg came from
Santa Isabel, over a hundred thousand yards away (the
sweep frequency is such that a repeat is made every hun-
dred thousand yards); others were side lobes from Savo
Island, L
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EVENT '27 NOV 1942
0003 Repbrts of floating objects in the water ahead and smell or:

oil,

0005 S.B. Director 1 reported a radar contact 070 degrees rela— .
tive (340°T), range 19,600, There were probably 3 to 8
ships in the two groups East of Savo,

0006 Report received from Guadalcanal Control that 3 ships just
rounded the North of Savo headed West,

0008 During this period Radar Plot was reporting two ships on
the same bearing, 1 at 15,000 and 1 at 18,000 yards, Floal:
ing objects reported in water, s

0010 Two radar targets reported by S.B,, 18,000 and 18,400 (no
bearing given%, : L
Full Conditlon ZED set; COs on gasoline and paint stowages,
Secondary Battexy Director 3 reported as being on target,
MB Plot shifted to Rangekeeper 1 to train from SB director
in order to designate to the main battery directors, The
train was too erratic to be reliable, .

0011 Shifted to M.B, Director 1 in train,

0012 - M.,B, Director 1 picked up the further target optically and
checked 1t to be the one on which the radar was. ranging =~
(described by all radars as the largest target), Described
by Spot 1 as poseibly a TENRYU class CL, A closer ship was
seen slightly to the left, ' ®

0013 Started getting Main Battery Radar ranges,
0014 SOUTH DAKOTA given ﬁermission by TBS to open fire,

6015 SOUTH DAKOTA reported by TBS a surface contact 345°T dis-
tance 16,300 yards, '

0016 - Main Battery opened fire on target at a range of 18,500
yards, S.B. opened fire on closer targets possibly DDs,
groups 1 and 3 firing (2 mounts each), Probably about
15,000 yards range, possibly less, S,B, Group 1 Officer

stated that there appeared to be 3 DD in the group at whlch
he fired,

0016 ‘,M.B. Spotters blinded by S,B, opening at time of splash,
First salvo observed "over" by Radar 3 (FC), spotted "Down'
Radar 3 lost target after the second salvo, but could, still
see splashes, Second salvo observed to be a straddle by
Radar 4(FC). Radar operator reported "Following the second

- salvo the indication appeared to drop down and finally dis-
appeared from the screen," M,B, Director lost target op-
tically. ~ Radar 2 (SG) Officer reported that the second or
third salvo landed on the target which caused the signal to
flicker, A sweep was made
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EVENT November 27, 1942,

and then only a fuzzy flickering indication could be found,
where previous indication had been, Previouds slgnal was
very strong; signals from other ships continued strong.

0017 SOUTH DAKOTA opened fire on target to the left and closer
(near one of the S.B. targets): .
Heavy black smoke from MiBi target and a nearer. vessel re- .
ported as obscurlng the target, possibly & smoke screens
Results of S.B. fire undetermined. .
Three Secondary Battsry Radars (FD's 7, 9 and 10) reported
that the first M.B.. salvo straddled the target. It 1g be-
lleved that whot they saw was the first salvo of the SOUTH
DAKOTA, Second M.B. salvo was fired with radar train, re—
mainder 1n generated.

0018 i.B, ceasged firing as the result of losing the target.
Changed coursz to 300°T, '

0020 Reports of: Own DD's opening fire; own DD's bearing 020
reletive (320°T) have opaned fire; green flare on starboerd
vow; snemy firing on us; SOUTH DaKOTA gtill firing Main
Battery; white lights on port bow and beam. Changed speed
to 23 knots.

0022 Green light reported bsaring 115° relative (055°T),

0024 Report of: Being fired on from island (decided subsequently

to be from shlps thilg slde ofisland); our DD's returning
fire.

0025 Szcondary Battery opened fire on "shore betterieg! which
were apparantly ships. S.B. Director 3 in control of mounts
1,3,5, and 7. Group 3 fired at about 8 "shore batteriegh
(ships) in turn until each stopped firing., & fire was
storted on one at the right tangent of Savo which burnad for
a long time, :

0028 WaLKZ r:oported omaning fire on target 020° reletive (Szong.-
,B. ceaséd tracking 2nd shifted to the =2nd of Sevo Islend;
Bridge reported a target broad on the starboard bow. M,.B.
, Directors wer:s so blinded by 5" fire that they could not
find 2 point of eim.
0027 swodar (CXAM) picked up terget bearing 040 relative (54OOT),
range 9,700,

0028+ A ship reported by Rader plot cs bearing 356°T moving around
tie end of the 1sl nd., Other contacts following indicate
that thers were a number of other ships rimming the southern
sice of Sevo (6 to 10 ships),
—8— 4.
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